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I have given the names from memory. The list is not ex-
haustive, I know, but it may not be even fully representative. It is,
however, .sufficiently illustrative of the temper of the country.
It is to me an eloquent demonstration of the fitness of the country
for swaraj if my standard be accepted, viz., those who are pre-
pared to suffer are the fittest for self-government.
BENGAL'S DUTY
Bengal's duty is clear. It has to return a fitting answer to
the arrest of the President elect and other chosen leaders. The
arrest of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is an event of importance
equal with the arrest of the President elect. Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad has an all-India reputation, especially among the Mussulmans.
He is a seasoned soldier having been interned for years in Ranchi.
He stands high in the ranks of the learned men of Islam. His
arrest must sink deep in the hearts of the Mussulmans of India.
What answer will the Hindus and Mussulmans of Bengal return?
Action can only be answered by counter-action. We know what
the answer should be. Will the thousands of Bengali Hindus and
Bengali Mussulmans enrol themselves as volunteers and be arrested ?
Will Bengal wear only khadi or nothing? Will Bengali students
give the answer that the President of the Congress expected from
them in his moving appeal?
TRIUMPH OF NON-VIOLENCE
I take it for granted that the Hindus and Mussulmans of Cal-
cutta in particular and Bengal in general will keep absolutely quiet.
If the present calm is an index for the future, the evil done by
Bombay has been almost entirely undone.1 The lesson of Bombay
has gone home. It must abide for all time. Let the young men
of Calcutta rally round the leaders who are left. Let them not be
impatient. Let them keep their heads cool and their hands on the
spinning-wheel. Every non-co-operator must find himself and her-
self on the register of volunteers, and the list should be day after
day published in the Press so as to make it easy for the Govern-
ment to arrest whomsoever they choose. The splendid emotion of
Bengal should be translated at this supreme juncture in our
national history into cool energy of the highest order. No bluster,
no fuss, no bravado. Only religious devotion to the cause and
a fixed determination to do or die.
1 The reference evidently is to the riots in Bombay on November 17, 1921,
the day the Prince of Wales arrived there.